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A more comprehensive checklist and accompanying technical brief are available at www.ncjfcj.org
1.
Enrollment and Attendance
· Is the child enrolled and attending school?
· Have efforts been made so the child can remain at the same school?
· Has there been a change of school since the last hearing?  If so, why?

· Who is responsible for getting the child to school?
· Has the child been truant, suspended or expelled?
2.
Child’s Progress

· Is the child making academic progress?
· Is the child passing the WASL?
· Is the child making social/emotional progress?

· Does the child have physical, emotional, or mental health issues that       adversely affect the child’s progress at school?

· Are any assessments needed?

· Does the child have special education needs?

· Does the child have an IEP or a Section 504 Plan?

· For age 14+:  is there an independent living skills/transition plan (ILS)?
· For grades 9 -12:  is there preparation for post-secondary education?   
3.
Education Decision Making Responsibility
· Who will collect and communicate child’s educational history and needs?

· Who will be responsible for regular, day-to-day decision-making?
· Who will be responsible for special education needs decision-making?

· Who will monitor the child’s educational progress on an on-going basis? 

4.
WHEN DID THE SOCIAL WORKER LAST SEE THE CHILD?

5.
What can the court do to ensure the child’s educational stability and success?
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The Administrative Office of the Courts gratefully acknowledges the work done by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Casey Family Programs and TeamChild.   This checklist was developed from NCJFCJ’s Technical Assistance Brief “Asking the Right Questions: A Judicial Checklist to Ensure That the Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Foster Care Are Being Addressed” (April 2005), in collaboration with Children’s Administration, OSPI, Casey Family Programs, and TeamChild.
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