The Fostering Success in Education Act (S.2801)
Background

On average, foster children move one to two times per year, and often change schools when they move.  These frequent school moves contribute to the poor education outcomes of foster children.  Only half of foster children graduate from high school, and a mere 3 percent earn bachelor’s degrees. 

Existing Law

In 2008, Congress passed the Fostering Connections to Success Act—a child welfare law, which, among other things, aims to improve the school stability of foster children.  The Act directs child welfare agencies to collaborate with local education agencies (LEAs) to ensure that foster children remain in their schools of origin after they move to new school districts when it’s in their best interest to do so.  When it’s not in the best interest of particular foster children to remain in their schools of origin, the Act directs child welfare agencies to collaborate with LEAs to ensure that those children are enrolled immediately in new schools, and that their records are transferred promptly.
The Fostering Success in Education Act

The Need for Collaboration:  In order to implement the education requirements of Fostering Connections, child welfare agencies cannot go it alone.  They need the cooperation of state and local education agencies.  The Fostering Success in Education Act would facilitate such cooperation by placing requirements on education agencies that mirror those placed on child welfare agencies by Fostering Connections.   Specifically, the Act requires education agencies to work with child welfare agencies to keep foster children in their schools of origin when it’s in their best interest, and to transfer them immediately when it’s not.  In addition, the bill requires education agencies to ensure that the school records of foster children are transferred promptly when they change schools. 
Division of Responsibility: Fostering Success aims to clarify the respective responsibilities of education and child welfare agencies for improving the school stability of foster children.  For example, the bill specifies that when a foster child is about to move to a new district, it is the responsibility of the child welfare agency to notify the child’s LEA, and request that the child remain in her current school.  Under the bill, it is then the responsibility of the LEA to make a determination as to whether it is in the child’s best interest to remain in her current school.  

Transportation: The bill requires child welfare agencies and LEAs to collaborate on arranging the transportation of foster children to their schools of origin in a cost-effective manner.  The bill, however, requires child welfare agencies to pay for the transportation in most instances.  LEAs are only required to pay for the transportation when a foster child moves home in the middle of the school year.  LEAs are then only required to pay for transportation for the remainder of the school year. 

Liaisons:  The bill requires LEAs to designate point people or “liaisons” to coordinate with their local child welfare agencies and improve the educational stability and outcomes of foster children. 

Grants:  The bill authorizes a $150 million grant program.  The funds would be allocated to states on a formula basis, and to LEAs and child welfare agencies on a competitive basis.  The funds can be used to transport foster children to their schools of origin, and for other activities that improve their education. In applying for grants, LEAs and child welfare agencies can gain a competitive edge by entering into agreements with each other about how they will collaborate to provide and pay for the transportation of foster children to their schools of origin.

Data: The bill requires states to collect and report data on the school stability and academic achievement of foster youth. 
