
INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

DSHS CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION 

AND ___________ SCHOOL DISTRICT

RE:
EDUCATIONAL STABILITY FOR CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

This Interagency Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into between the Department of Social and Health Services’ Children’s Administration (CA) and the School District identified below for the purpose of promoting educational stability for children in foster care.   Signed protocols are available on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/FosterCare/default.aspx 

	School District
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax number
	

	Liaison 
	

	Children’s Administration
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax number
	

	Liaison
	


This Agreement incorporates the following provisions from the Protocol for Development of Interagency Agreements between CA and School Districts, as follows:

I. General

A. Purpose

The parties acknowledge and support the intent of RCW 74.13.550 that children placed into foster care shall remain enrolled in the schools they were attending at the time they entered into foster care, whenever that is practical and in the best interest of the child.  To further reinforce this effort, the parties agree to coordinate services to children in foster care in order to improve their educational outcomes.

B. Confidentiality

Both parties shall ensure that confidential information regarding a student will be protected from viewing or access by persons who have no direct role in case planning for the student.  

C.  Planning 
CA Regional Office and the School District shall each identify a liaison who will have responsibility to problem-solve issues and to refer policy concerns to their respective administrations for resolution.  Individual child concerns are handled by the CA assigned social worker and assigned school personnel.
Note:  The highlighted areas below are protocol guidelines to be used during negotiations between the school district and the regional CA office.  These sections must meet the protocol criteria required by RCW 74.13.560.  Please delete highlighted sections when formalizing your agreement. 

School District Responsibilities

A.  Service Planning within School District
Protocol Guidelines:
1. Initiate planning for school continuity when CA notifies the district that a child enrolled in the district has been placed in foster care.

2. Seek to keep a foster child in the same school in which the child was enrolled at the time of placement in foster care. (This may require negotiation with the local school, CA, and the child’s caregiver to determine the most logical transportation plan.)

3. Facilitate expedited enrollment if the child is new to the district or must change schools within the district to reduce out of school time for that child.
4. Develop a transition plan, if retaining the child in the original school is not practical or not in the best interest of the child, preferably to another school within the district.

5. Participate in educational planning on behalf of the foster child remaining in the school.  This includes inviting the CA social worker, caregiver, Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) and parents (unless contact is restricted by the court), surrogate parent if appointed for special education purposes, and/or person acting in the role of parent to any meetings scheduled to discuss the educational needs of the child.  The participants invited may vary as needed to develop educational plans and respond to safety concerns.
The School District agrees to:

Insert negotiated agreements on the above items
B.  Information Sharing
Protocol Guidelines:
1.  Develop a plan/protocol for the transmission of education records to CA within 2        

school days of request as required by RCW 28A.150.510 (“In order to effectively    serve students who are dependent pursuant to chapter 13.34 RCW, education records shall be transmitted to the department of social and health services within two school days after receiving the request from the department provided that the department certifies that it will not disclose to any other party the education records without prior written consent of the parent or student unless authorized to disclose the records under state law.  The department of social and health services is authorized to disclose education records it obtains pursuant to this section to a foster parent, guardian, or other entity authorized by the department to provide residential care to the student.”)
The School District agrees to:

Insert negotiated agreements on the above items
C.  Transportation
Protocol Guidelines:
Develop a transportation plan for students whose foster care placement threatens educational stability. Options for those plans and strategies include:
1. Give priority to keeping students in the school they were attending at the time of placement, using intra-district transportation when the student is placed within the district.

2. Make efforts to coordinate transportation to continue students in the school at the time of placement, if the student is placed out of district.

3. When a student in foster care qualifies as “homeless” under the federal McKinney- 

    Vento Act, use the principles contained in that Act and subsequent local agreements
    to provide for transportation. (By definition of the federal McKinney-Vento Act, 42 

    U.S.C. § 11434A (2) (A) and (B) (i), students awaiting foster care placement are
     considered homeless.  These students are to be afforded all of the rights and
     protections of the McKinney-Vento Act as outlined in law.)

The School District agrees to:

Insert negotiated agreements on the above items
D.  Training
Protocol Guidelines:
1. In order to promote educational progress for children/youth in foster care, schools will work collaboratively with CA to provide cross-training concerning education rights, educational advocacy organizations, school based foster parent recruitment, child abuse and neglect information (mandated reporter law) and services for CA staff and school staff.  Training may be coordinated through the local school district or through the educational services districts which serve multiple school districts.

The School District agrees to:

Insert negotiated agreements on the above items

Children’s Administration Responsibilities

A. Service Planning within CA
The following activities are derived from CA policies (see Practices and Procedure Manual, Chapter 4000, Section 4302A). 
1. Information Sharing:

CA agrees to:

a. Notify the child’s school at the time of placement that the child has been placed in foster care (an “attendance call”).  List DSHS-CA Social Worker as secondary contact in order to receive school records and reports.  

b. Arrange a status update contact to the child’s school immediately following the Shelter Care Hearing.

c. Ensure the social worker collaborates with the child’s school to discuss what is needed to meet the child’s immediate education-related needs (e.g.,  Determine in writing: who is authorized to pick up the child; whether anyone poses a threat to the child’s safety; potential threat by the child to other children; review of living arrangements, legal status, and other case planning information.)

d. Notify the school liaison of Shelter Care Hearing outcomes by fax. (These outcomes include but are not limited to: legal status of the child, who has custody of the child, authorization to share information about the child, restraining orders, risks to the child and community.)
 2.  Planning: 

CA agrees to:     

a. Facilitate expedited enrollment within 3 days to reduce out of school time for foster children.

b. Participate in timely educational planning with the school on behalf of the child in foster care.  This includes sharing sufficient case information to allow the school to make appropriate safety and educational decisions on behalf of the child.  Examples of information to be shared include: child’s legal status; living arrangements; name and address of foster or relative caregiver; results of any developmental or health screening that would have an impact on education; names of persons authorized to pick up child from school; any threats to child safety; copies of any restraining order; potential threats by the foster child to other children; name and method of contact for assigned Guardian ad Litem (GAL) or Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA); and other relevant case information.

c. Coordinate with school personnel regarding IEP transition plans and 17 ½ year old transition plans to increase collaboration and reduce repetition whenever possible.
3.  Transportation:
CA agrees to:

a. Instruct caregivers to continue the foster child’s enrollment in the school the child was attending at the time of placement, (rather than to change enrollment to another school that may be closer to the foster home,) whenever practical or in the best interest of the child. 

b. Facilitate the foster child’s continued attendance at the current school during the first few days of foster care placement until the school district finalizes a transportation plan for the child.  

c. Address the foster child’s school enrollment information on the Child Information and Referral Form (DSHS Form 15-300)
d. Develop a written transportation plan when the caregivers can provide transportation. When school transportation is not possible, create a reasonable miles-plus-time reimbursement formula (e.g., 25-30 miles and/or 1 hour driving time equals “X” amount of reimbursement might be a rough guideline.)  
e. Seek volunteers to provide transportation with mileage reimbursement if needed. 
f. Determine whether the child is eligible for federal funding participation for transportation costs under 42 U.S.C. § 675.
            4.   Training:

      CA agrees to:

a. Address the importance of educational services and advocacy for foster children                                       in initial and continuing education for foster parent and relative caregivers.
b. Address the importance of educational services and advocacy for foster children in CA social worker training.
c. In order to promote educational progress for children/youth in foster care, CA will work collaboratively with schools to provide cross-training concerning education rights, educational advocacy organizations, school based foster parent recruitment, child abuse and neglect information (mandated reporter law) and services for CA staff and school staff.  Training may be coordinated through the local school district or through the educational services districts which serve multiple school districts. 
IV. Additional Specialized Services
Any additional individualized or specialized services agreed to between the parties for a specific school district, school, or CA office are listed below, or as set forth in an attachment to this Agreement.

V. Additional Terms
A. Term of Agreement

This Agreement shall be effective as of the date of signing of the Agreement by both parties and shall continue until terminated, at the discretion of either party.
B. Periodic Review

The parties agree to review periodically this Agreement; to review whether the purposes and objectives of this Agreement have been met. This review shall occur at least every two (2) years.  
This Agreement may be modified by written agreement.
C. Funds

The parties acknowledge that no funds are transferred under this Agreement, and that this Agreement is for collaboration purposes only. 
D. Confidentiality 
Neither party shall use or disclose any information concerning any foster child enrolled at a school or otherwise affected by this Agreement for any purpose not directly connected with the administration of the parties’ responsibilities under this Agreement, unless authorized by law.
      E.  Applicable Federal Laws

Ensure Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) is provided consistent with state and federal requirements and that children/youth with disabilities are provided appropriate Individual Education Plans (IEP) under IDEA

Ensure the confidentiality of information is protected consistent with the Family          

Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
McKinney-Vento Act, 42 U.S.C. 11434A (2) (A) and (B) (i), students awaiting foster care placement are considered homeless.  These students are to be afforded all of the rights and protections of the McKinney-Vento Act as outlined in law.)
SCHOOL DISTRICT_____________

DSHS – CHILDREN’S ADMINISTRATION
Signature
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