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MEMORANDUM
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RE: Court Appearance of Su\bj'e t Children
DATE: February 25, 2004

While I am aware that some Judges, JHOs and Referees are already so doing, we should
continue to expand the effort to have age appropriate children, perhaps 10 years and older present
in court.

Child Protective and Custody/Visitation Referees and Foster Care Review parts should have
subject children, 10 years or older, appear in court at least once during every 12 months that their
matter is pending.

I have selected this time frame in the child protection proceeding since it follows the original
fact finding and disposition and may be less contentious. Best Practices Referees should confer with
their team Judge to determine an appropriate protocol as it relates to proceedings that may still be
pre fact finding or disposition.

These appearances may be accomplished either while the child happens to be present in the
courthouse or by specific request by the Referee. If by specific request, please have the matter called
in a timely fashion, whether AM or PM, so that the child does not remain in the courthouse
unnecessarily. Good case management should continue to be observed in such scheduling.

Some children who have felt disconnected from our system may merely wish to “meet” the
Referee who is presiding over their family. Certainly any substantive discussion with the child
concerning any pending matter must adhere to due process requirements.

Of course there may be exceptions, in the discretion of the Referee, and at the request of the
Law Guardian or other attorneys should. such appearance be inappropriate or burdensome to the
child(ren) or family, however the appearance of subject children as described in the foregoing should
be the general rule.

As always, if you require any additional guidance or have any questions or comment, contact
my chambers.
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