MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

In an effort to ensure that children in foster care who attend New York City Board of

Education schools are provided with any necessary supports they may need to facilitate
successful school performance, the following MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
(“MOU”), dated this 7™ day of December, 2001 was agreed upon by the Administration for
Children’s Services (“ACS”), with offices at 150 William Street, New York, New York 10038
and the New York City Board of Education, (“BOE”), with offices at 110 Livingston Street,
Brooklyn, New York 11201.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the New York City Administration for Children’s Services (*ACS”) and the New
York City Board of Education (“BOE”), wish to act in a spirit of mutual cooperation and strengthen
their efforts to ensure that all children receive educational services appropriate to their needs; and

WHEREAS, BOE and ACS desire to perform their respective functions in compliance with all
applicable laws; and

WHEREAS, a legitimate educational interest is furthered by ensuring that children in foster care
who attend BOE schools are provided with any necessary supports they may need to facilitate successful
school performance; and

WHEREAS, BOE and ACS agree that an ongoing cooperative relationship and data exchange
will assist both parties in ensuring that children in foster care receive services which address emergency
needs resulting from crisis situations, as well as services to enable them to function more successfully in

school;
NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

1. The Term of Performance for this MOU shallbea ___‘wédc month
period fromQecenker 1 ey 10 “HCeimdtr i/ Dec 3 and shall be automatically

renewed unless terminated.

2. The goals of this MOU is to 1) establish the guidelines for instituting a process of regular
data sharing between BOE and ACS, 2) indicate how data will be used, and 3) address all
confidentiality issues.

3. On a school semester basis ACS shall provide BOE with an data file compatible with

BOE data requirements of school-aged children, 4 years of age or older, in foster care
including children in active, trial discharge and suspended payment statuses. The data
file shall contain 1) the child’s student ID if known based on prior matches completed on
this population, 2) the child's CIN, 3) the child's name, 4) date of birth, 5) gender, 6) case
name, 7) foster home address, and 8) foster care agency, it’s address and general
telephone number.



For the children identified by ACS as served by foster care, the BOE will return data to
ACS. For data elements included in data sharing efforts with ACS prior to the date of
this MOU (such as school admission/discharge, attendance, grade level, and annual test
scores), such data shall be submitted to ACS within two weeks of BOE and ACS’
identification of BOE children Identification Numbers. For data elements that have not
been included in prior data sharing efforts (such as special program status/program
participation, grades, disciplinary actions, and graduation), such data shall be submitted
to ACS based on a mutually agreed upon time frame. The data will be provided in a
format compatible with ACS data requirements.

ACS and BOE shall discuss the feasibility of sharing data on a more frequent basis.
More frequent exchanges of this data is a goal of this initiative. A decision to implement
more frequent exchanges, to which both ACS and the BOE must agree, will be
implemented by the experience of the initial sharing of data.

Based on the information on children served by foster care, the BOE shall provide each
Attendance Supervisor a data file of foster care children served by schools in their
jurisdiction. The Attendance Supervisor will share this list with the Supervisor of
Guidance and will distribute to each Principal the list of foster care children enrolled in
their respective individual school. BOE personnel will use this information as directed in
the BOE memorandum, which is attached hereto and made a part hereto as Appendix A,
which will be distributed along with the list of children. The distributed protocol on the
utilization of this data will be consistent with the essential goal of this effort to identify
students in foster care for the purpose of facilitating and supporting the educational
progress by providing additional service(s) as necessary. In addition, BOE will use this
information as a basis to engage foster care agencies in developing better collaboration in
serving foster children enrolled in BOE schools.

BOE may also use the data provided by ACS to ensure that children receive free or
reduced price meals to which they may be entitled and to determine eligibility for Title I

services.

ACS shall provide school and educational performance information to its contracted and
direct service foster care providers for the children in their care. Foster care agencies and
ACS personnel will receive instruction on how to use the BOE information. These
instructions will be consistent with the goal of addressing the educational needs of foster
care children and to better engage BOE personnel in efforts to collaborate more
effectively in serving these children. In addition, ACS shall develop summary and child
specific information describing the educational performance of its children served by
foster care. Only persons or agencies authorized to receive such confidentia! information
shall be eligible to receive it and shall abide by the Confidentiality provisions as set forth
in their Agreement with ACS or BOE as applicable. :

ACS and BOE shall use all information obtained in connection with this MOU solely to
further the purposes set forth herein. Should BOE or ACS wish to use the data provided

b



10.

11.

12.
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by ACS in a way other than described in this MOU a written agreement specific to this
additional purpose and endorsed by both agencies must be completed.

This MOU may be modified through the mutual written consent of both parties.

ACS or BOE shall have the right to terminate this MOU in whole or in part for any
reason upon written notification to the other party.

Confidentiality

A. All information obtained, learned or developed in connection with the sharing of
data shall be held confidential pursuant to applicable provisions of the New York
State Social Services Law, the Federal Social Security Act, the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act and any applicable regulations promulgated
thereunder and shall not be disclosed to any persons except as authorized by law.
Moreover, both parties understand that the release of confidential information to
persons or agencies not authorized to receive such information is a class A
misdemeanor. Persons or agencies authorized to receive confidential information
shall abide by the Confidentiality provisions as set forth in their Agreement with

ACS or BOE as applicable.

B. All of the reports, information or data, furnished to or prepared, assembled or
used under this MOU are to be held confidential, and the same shall not be made
available to any individual or organization without the prior written approval.

C. The provisions of this Section shall remain in full force and effect following
termination of, or cessation of the services required by this Agreement.

It is understood that ACS and BOE commence this partnership in the spirit of inter-
agency collaboration and commitment to ensure that all children receive educational
services appropriate to their needs, that children in foster care who attend BOE schools
are provided with any necessary supports which address emergency needs resulting from
crisis situations, as well as services to enable them to function more successfully in

school.

(V)



IN ACCORDANCE with the above terms and conditions, the parties hereby execute this

Memorandum of Understanding.

NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF
EDUCATION

Yo el

Signature

NAME Vincent B. Giordano

TTLE Cfe e Mo b

DATE: tcﬂﬂi ’oi

Sworn to before me this  [H™
day of D¢ eomp e , 2001

//)M/mw e k-

Notary Public

NEW YORK CITY ADMINISTRATION
FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES

L\

Signatgre UU N
NAME = Lk [oldos

TITLE__ Depoiy (oo &5 A&

DATE: \'»{‘ ([

Swomn to before me this 14 %
day of ~r 2001

Zip N

Notary Public

HAL D. GREENBERG
Notary Public State of New York
Reg.No.@1GR5062991
Qualified in Queens County
Commission Expires On July 15, £¢°?



