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Citations to the numbers provided throughout are in the notes of the slides which will be available online at the Legal Center’s website. 




Children in Foster Care

In their own words……

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show first part of video 2 here. 

Suggested content that moderator will share:
Almost every school has students in foster care. You may not know who they are but you need to understand what is happening to them.  
They face unique issues and barriers.  
For many of them, school may be their only source of stability: the one thing that doesn’t change when everything around them does.  
This webinar explains 1) who these children are, 2) what barriers they face, and 3) what your school can do to make a difference to support their academic success.   




 Who we are
 Focus of webinar
 Tech announcements

Website: www.fostercareandeducation.org
Join our listserv: Email ccleducation@americanbar.org; include 
“Join Foster Care & Education listerv” in subject

INTRODUCTIONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Taken from Brochure)

The Legal Center for Foster Care and Education is the nation’s leading voice for the educational rights of children in foster care.
  
Building on our unique expertise at the intersection of child welfare, education, legal advocacy and court improvement, we promote educational achievement and opportunities for children in care.  

Education is the key to changing life outcomes for the over 400,000 children in foster care.”

The Legal Center is a collaboration of three nationally recognized experts in the laws and practices that govern the child welfare, education, and court systems: the ABA, ELC, and JLC.  

For more than a decade, the Legal Center has been a leading advocate for the educational rights of children in foster care on the federal level and has strengthened the reform work of state and local agencies and courts.  

The Legal Center works to create laws and policies and to identify effective practices; we work with state and local agency staff, the courts, and other advocates to implement these laws and practices “on the ground.”

 

http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/
mailto:Shante.Bullock@americanbar.org


Children in Foster Care in School

• Almost every school has students in care.

• School is often their only source of stability.

• They face unique barriers to success but with the 
right support they succeed.

• The first step is to see them and hear them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested content that moderator will share:
Almost every school has students in foster care. You may not know who they are but you need to understand what is happening to them.  

They face unique issues and barriers.  

For many of them, school may be their only source of stability: the one thing that doesn’t change when everything around them does.  

This webinar explains: 
1) who these children are; 
2) what barriers they face and what you; and 
3) what your school can do to make a difference to support their academic success.   




National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care 
(2014); Supporting Your LGBTQ Youth: A Guide for Foster Parents (2013)

• 62% school 
aged

• 56% Black, 
Hispanic, Other

• 5-10% LGBTQ

399,546 
children in 

care

Demographics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight a few demographics.
Of the 399,546 children are in care nationally: 
249,107 are school aged. That’s 62% of children in foster care that are in school
56% of the foster care population are black, Hispanic, or otherwise children of color
5-10% are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning
The Williams Institute at the University of California in LA gathered national surveys across the country for 2013 and indicates that between 2.2% and 4.0% of ADULTS identify as LGBTQ. We don’t have reliable national data for children who identify.

However, a phone survey conducted by the Williams Institute of foster kids in Los Angeles finds nearly 1 in 5 identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or questioning their sexuality. That’s twice as many as are believed to be in the general foster kid population in L.A. The study also finds these 12-21-year-olds are twice as likely to report being treated poorly than straight foster kids. http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/press/in-the-news/study-lgbtq-youth-in-foster-care-twice-as-likely-to-report-poor-treatment/
 
Sources:

“Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care,” National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Jan 2014, available at http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1937&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124; 

“Supporting Your LGBTQ Youth: A Guide for Foster Parents,” May 2013, available at
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/LGBTQyouth.pdf 

Gary J. Gates, September 2014, “LGBT Demographics: Comparisons among population-based” available at http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/research/census-lgbt-demographics-studies/lgbt-demogs-sep-2014/








Disproportionality

 Likelihood of Special Ed 
 3x 

 Likelihood to be Absent 
2x

 Likelihood Expelled (17-18)
3x

Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster 
Care (January 2014); 
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Sources:
“Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care,” National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Jan 2014, available at http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1937&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124; 
; 

There is an overrepresentation of specific demographics.

About 3 x more times likely than other students to be receiving special education services
About 2 x more times likely than other students  to be absent from school
About 3 x more times likely than other 17-18 students to be expelled




What are their experiences?

Post-traumatic 
stress disorder

Exposed to 
violence

Homeless

Severely abused

Exposed to 
drug abuse

Neglected and abandoned

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children in care all have different experiences that lead to their child welfare involvement. Go through each of the pictures. Talk abut trauma.

For further information on PTSD, see: 
The NSCAW measured post-traumatic stress among children ages 8 and older in foster care
The Northwest Foster Care Alumni Study found rates of PTSD in young people formerly in foster care to be more than twice that of U.S. war veterans.



More on experiences 
while in foster care

 Removed from home, parents, 
siblings, relatives, friends

 Living with strangers 

 Few or none of your possessions

 Uncertainty and fear 

 Frequent moves (2.8 placements)

The Whirlwind of Out-of-Home Care

Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster 
Care (January 2014); 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Video: Introduce second part of second video before showing this slide. Cue video

Participant reflection: Presenter should ask participants to name some challenging aspects of out-of-home care, from a child’s perspective. Once participants have had a chance to share their ideas, advance the slide to show the challenges.

Explain the experiences: 
1. Removed from home/parents/siblings
May not have had chance to say goodbye
Uncertain about where parents/siblings are
Living with strangers 
In strange house/room/bed
Different customs/routine
Other children in home
Few or none of your possessions
Lucky to have trash bag of belongings
Uncertainty about future
Where will I live?
Will I return home?
Where will I go to school? 
Frequent moves
Smithgall, C., Gladden, R.M., Howard, E., Goerge, R. and Courtney, M. (2004).  Educational experiences of children in out-of-home care.  Chicago, IL:  Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago.




Experiences of youth in care: CA

15/16% of 
foster youth 
live in California

13-22% experience 
homelessness

58% graduate from high 
school

At least 14% have been 
incarcerated

See notes for citations. Sources include: AFCARS, CA Senate Office Research, Burton 
Foundation, Stuart Foundation 
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California has by far the highest population of any state. Depending on the year, California has between 55,000 (2011) and 65,000 (2008) children in care. In other words, between 15 and 16% of all youth in care nationally live in CA. (Data obtained from state reports provided to the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting Systems (AFCARS) and the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) from 2008 to 2011, available at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/cwo-08-11) 

Here are some of their experiences:

Between 13% and 22% of youth experience homelessness after being discharged from the child welfare. 

John Burton Foundation & CA Coalition for Youth, “Too Big To Ignore: Youth Homeslessness in California,” available at http://www.calyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/01/Too-Big-to-Ignore.pdf (2009); See also California Homeless Youth Project, “Youth Homelessness in California: A Quick Overview”, available at http://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/A-QuickOverview-of-HY-inCA.pdf.

14% of all inmates in California reported having been in foster care. In 2008, a state survey of California inmates was conducted for the first time by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) in collaboration with the California Senate Office of Research (SOR). Of the 2,564 adult California prisoners surveyed by CDCR in June 2008, 356 of the respondents —14 percent of the inmates—said they had been in foster care at some point in their lives. This SOR/CDCR survey is unique; in the majority of studies conducted on this subject, surveyors asked foster care children who had recently left their foster care arrangement if they had ever been incarcerated, whereas in this survey, California prison inmates who were about to be paroled were asked if they had ever been in foster care. Note that the percentage of foster youth and former foster youth who were adjudicated delinquent and spent time in juvenile justice placements would likely be higher and is not included in the statistic above.

California Senate Office of Research, “Policy Matters: State Survey of California Prisoners What Percentage of the State’s Polled Prison Inmates Were Once Foster Care Children?” (Dec 2011) available at http://www.sor.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B3BDD1595-792B-4D20-8D44-626EF05648C7%7D/uploads/Foster_Care_PDF_12-8-11.pdf 

58% graduate from high school at grade 12. the lowest rate among the at-risk student groups (which included ELL and students with disabilities)

Stuart Foundation report, “Invisible Achievement Gap” (Apr 2014) available at http://www.wested.org/resources/the-invisible-achievement-gap-education-outcomes-of-students-in-foster-care-in-californias-public-schools-part-1/. 




Understanding the Process
 Child welfare system 
 Court system

Child welfare agencies and courts often 
lack basic information about a child. 
Systems are focused on safety concerns 
and basic needs. 

Youth may have no voice and  
worry about where they’ll live 
and who will care for them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
UNDERSTANDING THE CHILD WELFARE PROCESS 	General overview of child welfare process: 
Highlights of child welfare that impact student’s educational experiences:
Caveat: Convey states are different and have different approaches to educational experiences
 
Moderator’s messaging conveying the state is the parent.  Often times, the state doesn’t have the information or resources to be a good parent.  That means these young people don’t always have their basic or higher needs met. 
 
Youth may have no voice in the process and worry about where they will live and who will care for them.  





Parties involved in the Process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basic takeaways: 
There are a lot of people involved in a foster child’s case
And that means there are a lot of opportunities where communication breaks down
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How this process impacts 
the classroom

 Attendance
 Changing schools  
 School discipline 
 Lack of connection to school 
 Inability to access 

extracurriculars
 Remedial needs
 Credit problems & lack of 

access to high school diploma 
 Barriers to accessing higher 

education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Description: A single slide that includes the bolded topics, possibly having each topic highlighted as moderator speaks through each topic: 
 
School stability:  
Suggested content that moderator will share: It is estimated that children lose between 6-8 months of academic progress with every school move…it’s hard to be the new kid…it’s hard to be the new kid month after month…supporting children to stay in the same school makes a huge difference. 
Credit transfer and access to high school diploma 
Suggested content that moderator will share:  It is estimated that only one-third of youth in foster care graduate on time.  Credits don’t transfer or don’t count toward graduation.  Without policies in place to address this issue or help to determine what credits are needed to graduate, youth often give up and drop out.
School discipline:  
Suggested content that moderator will share:  Studies indicate that children in foster care are disproportionately placed in school discipline settings.  When a child in foster care is suspended or expelled this has huge implications.  In many cases it means that their foster care placement will disrupt and they will have to move to another new placement.  It’s important for schools to know this and for teachers to understand the impact of trauma.  
Special education needs: 
Suggested content that moderator will share:  Children in foster care are more likely to need special education services and are less likely to be known to their new school.  To ensure that a child receives the education she needs and deserves, school staff must work with a wider group of people – including case workers, advocates, caregivers etc.    
Need for connections to school and equal access: 
Suggested content that moderator will share:  Children in foster care often arrive mid-year and are told they can’t participate in a sport or club.  This is a critical source of engagement for a youth and may be the only thing that helps the child feel connected to school.  
§  Remedial needs – 
·         Suggested content: Children are 1-2 grade levels behind, at least, by the time they’re in 7th grade. 
§   “Encouragement to attend and support access to higher education” 
·         Suggested content: only 4% of youth attain a bachelor’s degree. Youth are not often encouraged or exposed to post-secondary institutions, or if they do enroll in college, many do not move into the second year because of a lack of basic skills to persist in college.
§  Youth engagement 
·         Suggested content: Youth are not often encouraged or supported to participate in extracurricular activities, and they miss out on events that make up a traditional and normal school experience, such as attending prom, joining after school clubs or sports. 




High School Drop Out Rates 
Higher than National Average

 National 
grad. rate is 
about 80%

 Lower 
graduation 
rates for 
youth in care

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transition: We all know education is important and that outcomes for foster youth are poor. How poor compared to the rest of the population?

The data on graduation of foster youth is difficult to glean at a national level . One review of studies conducted between 1995 and 2005, showed that fewer than 50% of foster youth finished high school by age 18 
Wolanin, T. R. (2005). Higher education opportunities for foster youth: A primer for policymakers. Washington, DC: The Institute for Higher Education Policy.  

Meanwhile, the current department of Ed data that we have for SY 2010–11, the estimated national 4-year on time graduation rate for public high school students was 80%. 
“Public High School On-time Four Year Graduation Rates, and Event Drop-Out Rates: School Years 2010-11 and 2011-12,” US Dept of ED, (Apr 2014) available at http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2014/2014391.pdf 

Explanation: 
We are unable to compare the 2010-2011 graduation rates with 2010-2011 national foster care graduation rates.

Note that graduation rates increase if we look at former foster youth as they age. For example: By age 21, 77% of the Midwest Study participants had a high school diploma or GED compared to 89% of 21 year olds in a nationally representative sample (Courtney, et al., 2007).



Few Obtain a Bachelors Degree

 84% of 17-18 
year old foster 
youth want to go 
to college

 2-9% of former 
foster youth 
obtain a bachelor’s 
degree

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finishing high school is a challenge, but then getting to postsecondary education is another hurdle. Two prominent multi-state studies show statistics of entrance and success in postsecondary education. 

These studies are the Northwest Alumni Study and the Casey National Alumni Study. Both of these studies show that nationally at least 84% of 17-18 year old foster youth want  to go to college, but only 2-9% of former foster youth obtain a bachelor’s degree. 

40-50% of youth in care begin college (forty three percent of foster care alumni in the Northwest Alumni Study had completed any postsecondary education and almost half of the foster care alumni in the Casey National Alumni Study participants had completed at least some college). 

However, from state to state only 2% -9% graduate. (Northwest Alumni Study showed 2% graduation and the Casey National Alumni Study showed 9% had at least a bachelor’s degree. See also Pecora, et al., 2006; Pecora, et al., 2005). 

For more information “Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care,” National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Jan 2014, available at http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1937&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124; 
 




Often change schools & 
experience enrollment delays

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children in Care often change schools (school mobility). 
Statistics from state and multistate studies cited in “Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care,” National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Jan 2014, available at http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1937&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124; Older studies, but large sample sizes over time illustrate a connection between foster care and school mobility.

Two thirds of the 2003 Casey National Alumni Study participants (ages 20 to 51) had attended three or more different elementary schools and one third reported having attended at least five schools. Pecora, P., Williams, J., Kessler, R., Hiripi, E., O’Brien, K., Emerson, J., Herrick, M., Torres, D. (2006). Assessing the educational achievements of adults who formerly were placed in family foster care. Child and Family Social Work, 11, 220-231.; this analysis was limited to foster youth who were at least 17 years and 3 months old when they left care. [hereinafter “Pecora, et al., 2006”). 

Nearly two-thirds of the 2005 Northwest Alumni Study participants (ages 20 to 33) had experienced seven or more school changes during their elementary and secondary school years (Pecora, et al., 2006). 

More than one-third of the 17 and 18 year old foster youth in the 2003 Midwest Study had experienced five or more school changes related to their being in foster care National Data sheet citing (Courtney, Terao, & Bost, 2004).

Similarly, a 2001 study in Washington State found that when compared to youth not in foster care, twice as many youth in care changed schools.  Burley, M. and Halpern, M. Educational attainment of foster youth: Achievement and graduation outcomes for children in state care.  Olympia, WA:  Washington State Institute for Public Policy.

Enrollment delays: 
In a national study in 2004 of 1,087 foster care alumni, found 42%-50% of children did not start school immediately upon entering care; 50% of those did not start due to lost or misplaced records. 

Similarly, A New York study found that 42% of children placed in foster care had changed schools in the middle of the school year. Advocates for Children of New York, Inc.  (2000). Educational Neglect: The delivery of educational services to children in New York City’s foster care system. New York: Author.






Stability Encourages Growth

Youth with fewer 
placement changes
are more likely to 

graduate. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

We know that instability means lost educational growth. 

 In a pre-2006 national study of 1,087 foster care alumni, youth who had even one fewer change in living arrangement per year were almost twice as likely to graduate from high school before leaving foster care. “Fostering Success in Education: National Factsheet on the Educational Outcomes of Children in Foster Care,” National Working Group on Foster Care and Education, Jan 2014, available at http://www.fostercareandeducation.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?EntryId=1937&Command=Core_Download&method=inline&PortalId=0&TabId=124 citing Pecora, et al., 2006






What can I do?

 Tips for Frontline educators
 Tips for Administrators
 Overview of Tools
 Blueprint for Change
 Meeting the Educational Needs of 

Students in the Child Welfare System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show Video of youth speaking on what has impacted them positively. Explain the bottom line is that youth can be successful with just a little help.



What can I do?
 Tips for Frontline educators
 Welcome and orient
 Learn about trauma-informed approaches
 Identify & communicate with education 

decision makers (e.g., foster parents, 
EDMs appt. by court, surrogate parents)

 Engage students in school community
 Help plan grad & post-grad opportunities
 Refer to mental health providers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show So what can educators and administrators do? Show Video of youth speaking on what has impacted them positively. [Estimated total time 2:30 mins. Explain the bottom line is that youth can be successful with just a little help.



What can I do?
 Administrators 
 Adopt policies or practices to address 

needs of children in foster care such as:
 Establish point of contact at school level
 Offer peer mentorship program
 Ensure prompt appointment of 

surrogate parents for kids with disabilities 
 Maintain, update & provide education 

records to child welfare representatives 
(Uninterrupted Scholars Act)



What can I do?

 Administrators 
 Ensure immediate enrollment 
 Facilitate transportation 
 Ensure academic & social supports:
 Trauma-informed Educators
 Access to mental health providers
 Access to extra-curriculars mid-year
 Credit waiver policies 



Tools

Blueprint 
for Change
 8 goals
 Geared towards
Advocates & Admin.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goal 1: You are entitled to remain in their same school.
Goal 2: Youth have seamless transitions between schools.
Goal 3: Young children enter school ready to learn.
Goal 4: Youth have the support to fully participate in school.
Goal 5: Youth have support to prevent school dropout, truancy, and disciplinary actions.
Goal 6: Youth are involved and empowered.
Goal 7: Youth have education advocates and decision-makers.
Goal 8: Youth have support to enter into and complete post-secondary education.





 Meeting the Educational 
Needs of Students 
In the Child Welfare 
System 
 For teachers
 For administrators

 http://www.jlc.org/educatortools

Tools



Where can I find tools &  support?

 Legal Center exists to help you
 Resources



Legal Center Website

www.fostercareandeducation.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legal Center Website
Searchable Database
Best Practices 




Contact Information

Maura McInerney
Education Law Center

mmcinerney@elc-pa.org
Katie Feeley 

Juvenile Law Center
kfeeley@jlc.org

Legal Center for Foster Care 
and Education 

CCLeducation@americanbar.org

mailto:mmcinerney@elc-pa.org
mailto:kfeeley@jlc.org
mailto:CCLeducation@americanbar.org
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