
 

 

Questions?  

Email: ccleducation@americanbar.org  

Visit: www.fostercareandeducation.org 

 

Why Focus on Foster Care and Education? 
 

Each year more than 400,000 children and youth are in 
foster care in the United States. Foster youth who are able 
to succeed in school have better chances for economic self-
sufficiency, over-coming their abusive childhood, personal 
fulfillment, and are more likely to contribute positively to 
society.  However:  
 

 Fewer than 50% of foster youth finish high school 

by age 18. 
 

 While 84% of 17-18 year old foster youth want to 
go to college, only 2-9% of former foster youth 

obtain a bachelor's degree. 
  

THE MISSION of the National Working Group on Foster 
Care and Education is to promote successful educational 
outcomes for children and youth in foster care across the 
country. The Working Group is committed to heightening 
awareness of the educational needs of 
children and youth in care and to 
promoting best and promising practices 
and reforms across the education, child 
welfare, and court systems. 
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Education Law Center 

First Focus 
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Education Advisory Group 
America’s Promise Alliance 

American Association of College 
Teachers 

American Association of Community 
Colleges 

American School Counselor Associa-
tion 

Council for Exceptional Children 

National Association for the Educa-
tion of Homeless Children and Youth 

National Association of School Psy-
chologists 

National Association of State Direc-
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National Center for Homeless Educa-
tion  
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National Council for Community and 
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National Education Association 
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Parent Teacher Association  
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